KANPUR’S HEALTH OFFICERS

They have no desks

They have few chairs

Paan-stains adorn the office stairs.

Because there are no lights at all

Within the public toilet-hall

There’s pee along the outside wall.
Ward offices are even worse.

Loose lime is heaped below the desk.

Cupboards are blocked with tools and poles.

They cannot open, nor can close;

Only the mice that build their nests

In Registers of Births and Deaths

Can thrive in such a dreadful place.

If this is what “Safai” Naiks see

And tolerate, in their own space,

How can “Safai” find a place

In Kanpur’s drive to change its face?
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