TOBY HODD, GIR 1968
He came from England, all the way 

To study what the lion’s prey 

Consumed, and what, along the way, 

They did to their own habitat. 

He found that in our monsoon lands

The vegetation grows in spurts:

Almost all in four monsoon months, 

Just ten percent rest of the year. 

“Exclosures” told a striking tale. 

His small fenced plots kept grazers out 

And as, each week, he clipped and weighed 

Small samples from his various plots, 

Protected grass grew six feet tall

(The grazed plots almost not at all). 

As hooves compressed the soft wet clay, 

Run-off increased.    Porosity 

Was six times higher within the wire-

Fenced plot where, like a sponge, the soil 

Absorbed the rain and saved it for 

Release during the rest of year. 

And palatable grass increased 

Since all were able to set seed

Without being grazed before their prime, 

While shrubs and saplings grew as well, 

Without being trampled into Hell.

Toby proposed a strict regime 

For grazing in rotation, slopes

For which most people had lost hope.

“During four growing monsoon months

keep all the goats and cattle out, 

As well as humans lopping plants. 

“Thereafter, in the winter months

Restrain the animals, but take 

As much as you can possibly

Cut and remove, for summer feed, 

Harvest the grass, but spare the trees. 

“Then, in the four worst summer months

Let cattle graze what man has left

While foragers may prune at will

The shrubs and plantlets, leaving just 

Their topmost shoots for next year’s growth”. 

A simple, sure-fire remedy

For India’s constant tragedy 

Of over-grazed, eroded slopes:

A simple message, full of hope. 
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