1. Sign on to the following letter to Her Excellency Mrs. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, President, Republic of the Philippines.  You can sign on as individuals or groups.  Deadline: 20 November 2001 (in time for the parliamentary lobby being planned by the EcoWaste Coalition next week).
Dear Mrs. President,
Greetings from around the world.
We are deeply disturbed by the moves of certain Congressional and local government leaders to relax or revoke the ban on waste incineration under the Clean Air Act of the Philippines.  We hope that your Government will stand firm against pressures from incinerator promoters and vendors and decisively implement the purpose and requirements of the said law.
Contrary to what proponents say, amending the law will not magically wipe out Metro Manila’s garbage problem. Lifting the ban is not the panacea for wasting that is symptomatic of unfettered production and consumption. Incinerators are the most costly -- environmentally and financially -- of all waste management options.  Incinerators depend on non-stop waste generation to ensure profitable operations. They are top sources of dioxins and furans, two of the twelve persistent organic pollutants (POPs) initially targeted for elimination under the Stockholm Convention, because of their destructive impacts to human health and the environment.
We fear that costly incineration projects will only exhaust the financial resources of your Government, put extra burdens on taxpayers, and increase your country’s indebtedness. Any proposal that will indicate depleted cost will likely be cutting corners on occupational and public health and safety. The huge capital investments and operating costs will also eat up funds for recycling and composting facilities, which are far cheaper than incineration plants. Indeed investing in high-priced and imported technology will undermine the potential for recycling-based economic development and strip many people of decent livelihood and long-term employment. 
We strongly believe that your Government can address the waste problem without resorting to this most polluting and most expensive waste management option.  Your signing of the Ecological Waste Management Act in January 2001 sets a policy direction that puts prime importance on programs to avoid waste and reduce waste size through segregation at source, recycling, reusing and composting.  We urge your Government to actively implement this law, particularly to expedite the establishment of Materials Recovery Facilities (MRFs) in every barangay, matched with sustained public education and capacity building activities.
We ask you, Mrs. President, to keep the Philippine ban on waste incineration, which is looked up to and celebrated by environmentalists worldwide.  We hope that you will seize these opportunities to lead the Filipino people to a waste-free, toxic-free future, without incineration.   
Respectfully yours,
(Note: Barangay is the basic political unit in the Philippines.)
2. Send letters of concern to the leaders of the Congress of the  Republic of the Philippines, namely:
Hon. Franklin Drilon
President, Senate of the Republic of the Philippines
Fax: +632-5526876
E-Mail: fmd@sendrilon.org.ph
Hon. Jose de Venecia
Speaker, House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Fax: +632-9316437
E-Mail: venecia@pacific.net.ph
We thank you so much for your support and solidarity.
Best wishes.
--------------------------------------------------------
Manny C. Calonzo
GAIA Secretariat
Unit 320, Eagle Court Condominium
26 Matalino St., Barangay Central
Quezon City, PHILIPPINES
Tel. + 632 9290376
Tel/Fax: +632 4364733
