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Mrs Almitra H Patel  MS MIT, USA, 50, Kothnur, Bagalur Rd  Bangalore 560077

Tel 080-8465365     Tel-Fax 080-8465195     almitrapatel@rediffmail.com

Member, Supreme Court Committee for Solid Waste Mgt for Class 1 Cities

Advisor, Solid Waste Mgt, Clean Jharkhand Project, Ganga ICDP Kanpur,  INTACH Waste Network 

30.1.2006

Mr Deepak Pujari

Chief Officer 

Uran Municipal Council

Uran 400702

Dear Mr Pujari

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT AT URAN

Greetings.  I visit Uran several times a year, and was happy to note earlier that a walled site has been identified between Mora and Uran for proper solid waste management.  I have been waiting for long to see it operationalised.

To my horror, on 17th January this year, I saw that it has finally begun to be used, but in total violation of Supreme Court Committee guidelines and the Municipal Solid Waste (Management & Handling) Rules 2000, which strictly ban the burning of garbage and require “biological processing for stabilization of waste”.  As I was in a hurry that day, I just informed the persons working on the site to inform their superiors that the burning which was going on has to be stopped. I also took some photographs of the unsegregated waste open-dumped without treatment at the site and burning.

On a second visit eleven days later on 28th January 2006, I was shocked to see that the situation has not been improved at all but in fact has seriously deteriorated and even the unburnt heaps seen on the earlier visit have all been burnt.  The responsibility for such a situation, and its rectification, rests squarely with you and you will be fully answerable for the consequences of continued violation of the MSW Rules.
In case you do not really know what is to be done in your case, there are several consultants available for a small fee whose contacts I can provide.  They normally  charge about Rs 10,000 a day plus travel for actually putting in place a workable solution which is both viable and in compliance with the Rules and which in your case can very easily be done in 2-3 days.  Charges for seminars or workshops to train safai karmacharies and all staff usually cost only Rs 5000 a day.  The nearest one to Uran for both problem-solving and training would be the hands-on Mumbai-based Geetanjali Enviro Improvement Society, GEIS.  Contact Mrs Ragini Jain at 98212 80214, email geetanjali_enviro@rediffmail.com .  She will be able to train a local service-provider  for waste sanitizing, or arrange for external turn-key waste-sanitising services for Uran, as you prefer.  With so much expertise available, even near at hand, there is no excuse for continued malpractices in waste management.
You may wish to procure from my family friend Dr Numan Tungekar at Uran , cell no 98206 80422, a reprint of the Supreme Court Committee for Solid Waste Management (cost Rs 100) which I had given him earlier.  You and your conservancy staff can go through this manual, written by navaratna city managers for the benefit of other city managers like yourself. I am visiting Uran again around February 19th and can arrange to spare time to meet you for any further clarifications if desired.   
I trust you will act immediately to rectify the present unacceptable situation.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Almitra H Patel  

