Mrs Almitra H. Patel  MS MIT, USA, 50, Kothnur Village,  Bangalore 560077

Tel 080-8465365     Tel-Fax 080-8465195     almitrapatel@rediffmail.com

Member, Supreme Court Committee for Solid Waste Mgt for Class 1 Cities

Advisor, Solid Waste Management to the State of Jharkhand

7.12.2002

The Chief Secretary to the Govt of Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu Secretariate

Fort Saint George, Chennai 600001

Dear Madam,

REMOVING  ADMINISTRATIVE  IMPEDIMENTS TO  CITY  COMPOST PLANTS

One year ago, I was informed that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board had not given consent to a state-of-the-art compost plant at a highly suitable site in Madurai, unless the city guaranteed it supply of fully-segregated waste.  

I wrote to both the then Chief Secretary as well as the Chairperson TNSPCB as per the enclosed letters dated 15.1.2002, pointing out that the proposed aerobic compost plant will in fact be a pollution abatement measure, by reducing current smoke pollution of the air from burning waste, leachate pollution of the ground-water and environmental pollution of land by open dumps.  

There has been no progress all year and I did not even receive a reply or acknowledgement from either.

I am writing to you once again to urge your State to please accord, at the very earliest, TNSPCB’s Consent to Operate the Madurai Compost Plant which has already received TNSPCB Consent to Construct a compost plant with the declared technology at that site.  Failure to do so is jeopardizing efforts to hygienically process city wastes throughout your State.

It  is always best to resolve these issues through the executive rather than through the Courts, which will become inevitable once the monitoring of compliance with the MSW Rules is delegated to the respective State High Courts by the Supreme Court, which is likely to happen in the next couple of months, as per their 28.10.2002 Order in WP 888/96.

I look forward to your favourable response, or your suggestions on how to proceed to help Tamil Nadu remain in the vanguard of States attempting to clean up their cities.

Thanking you,  

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Almitra H. Patel  MS MIT, USA, 50, Kothnur Village,  Bangalore 560077

Tel 080-8465365     Tel-Fax 080-8465195     almitrapatel@rediffmail.com

Member, Supreme Court Committee for Solid Waste Mgt for Class 1 Cities

15.1.2002

The Chief Secretary to the Govt of Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu Secretariate

Fort Saint George, Chennai 600001

Copies with a request for Urgent Attention to:    The Principal Secretary, Dept of Environment           

                                                                                  Govt of Tamil Nadu,  Chennai 600001

The Principal Secy, Urban Development Dept         Commissioner, Municipal Administration, GoTN

Govt of Tamil Nadu, Chennai 600001                       Ezhilagam Bldg 6th fl, Kamaraj Salai, Chepauk,

                                                                                   Chennai 600005      

K Rajivan, MD & CEO, TIFSL, Vairam Complex

1st fl, 112 Thyagaraya Rd, T Nagar, Chennai 17        Prin. Secy UD, Nirman Bhavan C Wing, ND 3  

The Principal Secretary, Dept of Environment           The Chairman, Central Pollution Control Board

Government of India,  Paryavaran Bhavan                 Parivesh Bhavan, 4 Shahdara

CGO Complex, Lodi Rd,  New Delhi 110003              East Arjun Nagar, Delhi 110032

Dear Sirs,

REMOVING  ADMINISTRATIVE  IMPEDIMENTS TO  CITY  COMPOST PLANTS

I have been informed that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has refused consent to a state-of-the-art compost plant at a highly suitable site in Madurai, unless the city guarantees supply of fully-segregated waste.
I have written the enclosed letter to the Chairperson of the TNPCB, explaining that some progress is better than none, and that the proposed aerobic compost plant will in fact be a pollution abatement measure, by reducing current smoke pollution of the air from burning waste, leachate pollution of the ground-water and environmental pollution of land by open dumps.

I have also pointed out that source-separation of waste is not made mandatory in either the Municipal Solid Waste (Management & Handling) Rules 2000 or the Supreme Court Committee Report for Solid Waste Management in class 1 Cities, 1999.   This was deliberately omitted, in order to avoid overburdening authorities with social legislation as unenforceable as total prohibition of alcohol. Even Supreme Court directions for composting impose no such conditions.

If this refusal of consent is allowed to stand, it will put the State of Tamil Nadu in violation of its own Affidavits to the hon’ble Supreme Court, discourage both private investment and foreign aid for Tamil Nadu, and set a bad national precedent in this worthwhile effort to clean urban India.

I therefore earnestly appeal to every one of you to please do your utmost to officially reverse this refusal of consent at the very earliest, so that wrong signals are not conveyed to all your Urban Local bodies, their momentum for change is not lost, and the Supreme Court is not required to intervene.      

Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely,

