Coonoor SWM info Oct06
Visited on 5.10.06 by 1, Mr R Selvaraj (ex-Ramky Coimb vermi ) 94426 22223, 0422-259 9065, swmselvaraj@yahoo.co.in, res 49 5th Cross Rd Anna Nagar, Peelamedu Post, Coimb 641004.

2, N Jagdeesh, CE Shrinath Fabricators, 94437 15681, 0422 256 1098, srifab@dataone.com, www.shrifaab.com, mfg shredders, trammels and screens, tyre and rubber and mtl handling machinery, 1251A Avanashi Rd, Peelamedu W, Coimbatore 641004.
3, S Senthil Kumar of Sivasakthi Env Improvement Trust = SEIT (Dtd NGO)

14T Cornwall rd Coonoor Dt Nilgiris

04436 33337, 94439 39349

Coonoor pop 60,000 + 10,000 floating pop, has total 10 tpd waste from 30 Wards (one as small as 156 pop!). Since Aug 2005, SEIT has been given 11 Wards in prime areas, market, bus stand etc, to do Door-to-door collection (given mixed waste, hand-sorted at doorstep) and deposit it in two street bins or dumper bins for wet & dry.  Paid Rs 2.53 lac p m based on 3 persons per 250 hh i.e. 1 per say 417 pop.  They engage 8 supervisors + 96 persons (16 men for drain cleaning etc + 80 women, mostly aged 45-55 yrs from families of SKs who are well-paid but take 3 days off after each payday to drink all their earnings and give none at home). 
The women walk up and down hill carrying two bags, not wheelbarrows, because of steepness of roads.  

Municipality has 19 Wards.  Four months ago they were given 2 dumper-placers and 40 dumper-bins by CMA Cmr Mpl Admin which is supplying these all over the State though NOT recommended b y Supreme Ct Committee for tiny towns which cannot maintain and replace them. Dumper-placers make it very difficult for rag-pickers to access waste for livelihood, and they are in dire difficulties.

The town also owns 3 tipper-trucks for SWM and 2 fixed-body trucks for collection of debris which is thankfully collected separately now.  There is no drain silt as forest streams flowing through town receive fecal matter from households enroute which let out waste directly into the drains to be washed downstream into the river.   (Good opportunity to use sewage biocultures here).  Transport cost in tipper trucks or dumper-placers is Rs 900-1200 per trip.  10 tpd are taken to the 2 acre dumping ground from where after 1-2  (Good opportunity to use sewage biocultures here).  Transport cost in tipper trucks or dumper-placers is Rs 900-1200 per trip.  10 tpd are taken to the 2 acre dumping ground from where after 1-2yrs aging, the rotted waste is harvested by tea gardens and local farmers.  
Privatisation is driven by the absenteeism, part-time attendance and scarcity of SKs and the fact that private labour costs less than half of own staff.  

SEIT pays Rs 100 pa to National Insurance Co per worker for Rs 10,000 death coverage etc. It also gives schooling-expense advances upto Rs 3000 which is deducted at Rs 500 pm from salaries of Rs 2000 pm for women and Rs 2100 pm for men. Working hours are 7-10:30 am 2-4:30 pm (6 hrs/day) and 7-12 noon (5 hrs but only 3 hrs in practice) on Sundays.   The SK wives greatly welcome this employment opportunity as their SC [one can be jailed for calling them Parayar in TN!] husbands drink up all their Rs 6000+ salaries in three days’ absenteeism even though payments are through bank and ATM withdrawals.   

The Coonoor Chief Officer Ms Pappa Mayalgu (94438 97070) M.A., who joined 1.5 yrs ago and has gone to lots of training courses, is interested in SWM.  

Suggestions given by me:  Bio-bins (using Bombay or preferably Greenstok biocultures for trial) for decentralized composting.  

Transport savings, after paying for bio-treatment, to be shared with SEIT. 
----------------------------------------------- 

Coimbatore: new (Sept 06) Cmr Muthuveeran 94437 88864, was previously RDMA Tirupur Region and is interested in SWM.

The 3 visitors asked about remediating old dumps as they are interested in Erode’s 19.5 acre dump receiving 120 tpd waste. Referred them to N Naresh.  

