Separate waste at source, then treat it -----A ‘garbage-to gold development model from Vellore 
 
Vellore district of Tamil Nadu has been judged the cleanest district in India by the government’s Total Sanitation Programme. What, however, surprises visitors are the clean streets and lack of heaps of garbage in the heart of this small town. How all this was achieved is a simple business and in many corners of India, be it in a Mumbai suburb or a Haryana village, the “garbage-to-gold business” as it is called, is spreading fast, providing an income-generating solution that is worth emulating in every household in the country. And if an entire district like Vellore can do it, so can India’s other 453 districts. 
 

Vellore district has come up with a solution. Don’t dump it. The concept is absolutely basic. The district believes that garbage needs to be treated as soon as it is generated, where it is generated and turned into an organic, chemicals-free manure sold at as high a price as Rs 10 per kilo.  The model separates garbage at the source, be it at household, at farms, villages, wards, municipalities, educational institutions, hospitals, or temples. Every kind of human conglomerate has an example here.  
 

The agencies that helped this district, were the state government, supported by NGOs like Exnora International, led by a young activist, C , Srinivasan, who received the Ashoka International Fellowship and underwent conservation training in an American university only to return home to lead civic participation.
 

 The Vellore model of development includes waste management, composting and integrated development projects in a deemed university, the Vellore Institute of Technology, a temple, the Narayani Peedam zero waste scheme in Malaikodi, the Gandhinagar town panchayat and Vellore municipality’s public funded projects.
 

Palavanchathu Kuppam village of the district has a rural “clean village” programme and Selamantham village panchayat demonstrates its vermin-composting  ‘garbage-to-gold ‘ and cattle-rearing programmes. The six project involve at least 12,000 people and waste generated in the living and working environments of variable communities, including farmers, shopkeepers, town people, village people, in bazaar and hospitals, from the very poor to the very affluent. If there is a district where people have proved they can give themselves income-generating work from nothing, it is Vellore district down south. 
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