Poisonous prosperity
 

 

Those who add colour to the lives of so many, themselves live with the black clouds of disease and disability lurking around them. The very colour of the  Budha Nullah, which runs through Ludhiana speaks for itself-dark, brackish water, which is being systemically polluted by nearly 200 dyeing units, which vent their effluents straight into this drain.  The fly ash discharged by such units causes air pollution, which is responsible for an estimated 10,000 cases of tuberculosis, largely among the worker.  This is an appalling state of affairs and it is unfortunate that the authorities concerned, including the Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB) and the city’s Municipal Corporation, are allowing this to happen.  The impact of this pollution is directly on the ground water of the area, which is already depleted because of over exploitation.  Once pollutants enter the groundwater, these become a part of the food chain, which has disastrous consequences. 
 

Unfortunately, the prosperity of the region’s richest industrial town seems to be based on poisonous pollution. Indeed, many industries in the state, including distilleries, are defaulters. They have also been cited as large – scale polluters. Even rivers have been polluted to an extent where the natural flora and fauna of the area ate killed.  The PPCB is no longer effective. It had issued ultimatum to 1,400 industrial units that had not been able to do effective hazardous waste management. They paid no need to the ultimatum.  The only solution in that polluters must be made to pay, which is easier said than done. Since effective, the time now is ripe for judicial intervention.
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