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Nandadevi cleared of garbage
Source: SMA Kazmi. 'Nanda Devi's guardian angel', The Indian Express,
23/11/03

An initiative launched by the Director of the Nandadevi National Park,
Jyotsna Sitling, has resulted in the buffer zone of the park being cleared
of 44 tonnes of garbage that had collected in the region over the last few
years.
The campaign had been started more than a year ago when the local population
was urged to start cleaning the buffer zone that was littered with plastic.
The Eco-Development Committee (EDC) comprising of the locals started off by
hiring people to collect garbage for a salary of Rs. 1000 a month, with an
additional incentive of Rs. Five per bag of garbage. Sacks worth Rs. 1.5
lakhs were bought to store the garbage, but as 'Operation Clean Up' picked
up the number of sacks was soon falling short.
At the end of the campaign, nearly a year after it had begun, a total of 44
tonnes of garbage had been collected in 14,000 bags at Hemkund Sahib. This
was transported on horse back to Govindghat and then loaded onto 14 trucks
to be taken to Delhi via Dehradun for recycling.
The EDC spent a total of Rs. 6.81 lakhs on the garbage collection and
disposal, while it earned Rs. 9.81lakhs by imposing levies like those on
shops and mules. (Also see ???)
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