Vrindavan 31.10.2002

Visited Vrindavan with Mr & Mrs Roshan Bhatnagar, who want to “serve” Brindavan where she visits every month or so for parikrama of the town and temple visits.  We stayed at Gambhira (Mutt) arranged by an Irishman Mr. Michael Duffy, Secretary of Friends of Vrindavan, tel 0565-442087, who in correspondence seemed to welcome us, but who felt EXTREMELY threatened by my intervention and advice, as poaching on his 10-yrs expert territory of SWM.  Refused at first to take me to the city dump behind the new STP on the highway to Mathura.  He wanted to dredge away the 20-yr-old riverside road alongside the ancient “ghat” steps of riverside bldgs, oblivious of the fact that this road is now used for parikrama.  Felt the road filling was an insult to Yamuna-ji.  Did not appreciate the suggestion to consult Khadakwasla about river-training possibilities so that the river might wear away the road if it chose to.  His USP is Mirzapur-style ramps as transfer stations; saw one on the river-side road, where he wants to put up more.  Did not appreciate my suggestion that if the dump is AWAY from the river, the ramps should be closer rather than further from the dump which is at the heavily ravined Akrur Ghat, just opposite the vast area and long brick wall of the Shri Go Seva Anusandh Kendra, with many vegetable plots.  It is accessed via the Mayur Vihar Residential Colony (off the road beside the new STP).  Spoke to MewaLal  Choudhury at Lucknow (0522-711905 at 14/776, Indra Nagar, Lucknow-226 016,

muskanin@lw1@vsnl.net.in   (prev 0522-343460, 0522-239851, 98280238849), who is ready to do a pilot door-to-door in Vrindavan and or Mathura, maybe starting with the (outlying and under-served?) Mayur Vihar colony. He has a new concept:  door-to-door selling of staples like rice, atta, oil etc at lower than retail rates, and if a resident buys enough per month, the profits should cover the dtd collection fees which are so hard to collect.

Black spots of Vrindavan are said to be : Harankunj, and terrible noise pollution of bhajans etc which no-one seems to mind or object to.  Also many plastic use-and-throw cups by the riverside, e.g. opposite the littered Prem Mahavidyalaya site near Keshi Ghat, which at Rs 15 per 100 are a bit cheaper than fired-clay khullars at Rs 20/kg.  The several newly constructed toilets are unused as there is no water.  There is a boatmen’s union, headed by Ram Swaroop.  ASI : Ashok Chauhan, not met.

Could not meet the absent E.O Mr Arun Kumar Gupt who joined in ~ Aug 02 and lives in Mathura not Vrindavan, tel 0    - 442331.

They have 26 councillors in 26 wards, and 150 SKs, who have not been paid for 10 months.

We met the Chairman Jagdish Sharma, an independent ex-BJP since 1999.  Not so bright, but his brother was savvy and did a lot of interacting.

>>>  See letter below
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COMPOST PREPARATION AT GOSHALA

I recently, end October 2002, had the pleasure of visiting Vrindavan and passing your Go Shala and its beautiful vegetable plots, on my way to the Akrur Ghat garbage dump.  

I felt very sad that such fine useful material like kitchen waste of Vrindavan is not being used.  It can make a very fine compost which will be excellent for vegetable growing.  So I want to share with you the experience of a Go Shala at Maligaon, Guwahati in Assam.  

The Guwahati Go Shala is tying up an arrangement with North East Green Tech (NEGT), which has been producing vermicompost called Black Gold since 7 years in a very cost-effective way from vegetable market waste, cowdung, sugarcane press-mud, and coir pith (coconut husk) or rice straw.  NEGT will give the design and supervision and 100% buy-back of surplus vermi-compost, the Go Shala will give the land, labour and cowdung, and both will share the profits.  This successful low-cost technology is based on knowhow from a Bangalore firm, Terra Firma Biotech, Ranka Park, 5 Lalbagh Road, Bangalore 560027, tel MD Mr Ganesha at 080-2234627 or 2215412.  They give free training at Bangalore to any of your persons or whoever wants to run the unit, and also sells earthworms for the initial startup.  

If you are interested, please reply by post or email and I will be happy to arrange for further details.  I think the Vrindavan garbage trucks which are bringing waste to Akrur Ghat dumpsite can easily drop off vegetable waste at your Go Shala without charge.  There is also a Lucknow composter (Mr MewaLal Choudhury at 14/776, Indra Nagar, Lucknow-226 016, tel 0522-711905) who will be happy to help you arrange door-to-door collection of kitchen waste from the Mayur Vihar colony next to you, which must not be enjoying any municipal services because it is so far from town.   

With best wishes, and always with pleasure at your service,

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Almitra H Patel

