SWM RECONNAISSANCE VISIT TO SRINAGAR ON SUNDAY 20.6.2004

AHP visited Srinagar along with Mr N K Pande, UNA DehraDun + Mr Singh from UAEPPCB + Himanshu Chaturvedi of MM Aqua (EM suppliers), via Rishikesh, Deoprayag and Kirtinagar (almost a twin town, not visited).

Srinagar has a census population of 19,800, though the actual is closer to 35,000 + floating pop 10,000 including 5-6000 Bihari labour working on construction and road projects, + through traffic of 4-5000 at this central town of Garhwal where 6-7 routes meet.  There is also a University of 8-9000 students and staff.

We met the Chairman Mr K N Maithani, Advocate, 94120-33410, off telfax 01346-253047. He is 1.5 years into a 5-year term,.  He heads a 9-member Board of 9 Wards (consolidated from the earlier 25 wards), including 3 women councilors who are educated and cooperative.  The board runs smoothly without political infighting.  We also met the E.O. Mr M L Shah 94124-13917, off 252489.  There is said to be no email in the town. [Check with University].

Roads are a major problem, with washouts and landslides.  99% have septic tanks, which require periodic cleaning by the sewer-suction machine which is not overloaded.

They have 28 permanent + 25 contract SKs and 3 tractor-trailers with 3 extra trailers.  Staffing has been frozen at 1962.  As everywhere else, this was most on the minds of the SKs who had been called to listen to our presentation, and they addressed a petition about this to AHP, not accepted.

Srinagar’s annual SWM budget is:

Rs 16,60,000 p.a. for 28 permanent employees

       7,60,000     for 25 contract labourers

          50,000   for Govt’s pension fund contribution

          38,000  for pensions of past employees

          25,000 for Uniforms

          50,000  Miscellaneous

       3,50,000  for purchase of lime, acid, phenyle, brooms etc (which are bactericides killing

                       both good and bad microbes and should be discontinued, and replaced instead

                       with composting biocultures).

       5,65,000 in 2003-4 for 50 dustbins and a garbage tanker.

     34,98,000 Total 

Waste disposal is horrifying.  It is dumped on a narrow stretch of Ganga riverbank, and covered with lime and Malathion, although as far Back as 1997 the hon. Supreme Court has banned the use of pesticides and chemical insecticides on garbage dumps.  The remaining land near this dump which belonged to the Municipality, has been given to the Jal Sansthan without jprovision of any alternative site.  One site was shown to us in a valley off the Pauri Road, but this is amid possibly Reserve Forest.  It should not be used until plastics can be removed from the waste stream. 

A longer and more detailed visit will be required before a Hill Towns project report for SWM can be prepared for possible funding by the CPCB.

Almitra Patel  20.6.2004

Met EM Master Trainer vikram singh, 94120-79685, 01370-260151 at Kirtinagar.

