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REDUCTION OF ENERGY DEMAND BY CURBS ON “LUXURY” USE

Here are a few very simple ways to reduce demand for electricity instead of seeking only for ways to increase its supply.  Eliminating unnecessary “luxury” uses  are measures that would find favour with the vast majority of middle- and low-income citizens who are hit hardest by power cuts, as they cannot afford a generator or UPS or similar mitigating measures.  Some examples:

1. Illuminated advertisement hoardings are wasteful consumers of power in times of scarcity.  It is grossly unfair to allow rich businessmen to try to increase profits and market share at the cost of poor peoples’ comfort.  Hoardings can be powered by solar, or, in a cheaper option, fitted with capacitors that allow power storage during daylight hours for use at night.  New electronic meters can be remote-controlled by timers to cut off power supply to hoardings during peak evening-night hours.  Schoolchildren suffer the most from evening power cuts that interfere with their studies.

2. All those using air-conditioners should be required to raise their temperature settings so as to consume less power.  A difference of even 3 degrees between outside and inside temperatures is sufficient for added comfort.  It is so common for hotel rooms to be over-cool, with blankets provided even in summer.  The State needs to discourage glass-fronted construction that is appropriate for gathering sunlight in temperate zones but greatly increases the air-conditioning load in tropical countries like ours.

3. Establish a “maximum-wattage-per-square-meter” of floor area standard, that a luxury hotel is allowed to use in times of scarcity.  So many new hotels today have these very tall enclosed lobbies with dozens of high-wattage lights that are on for 24 hours to give a “starlit” effect instead of using the blessings of natural lighting.  Those that consume excessive wattage per floor area should be required to redesign to allow for natural lighting or for more effective illumination like CFLs.  Permitting them to use their own generators for this excess lighting will merely add to the atmospheric pollution-load of the city.  Architects should be made aware of this maximum-wattage-per-square- meter rule so that they refrain from designing energy-guzzling buildings.

4. Ring Roads have very many sodium vapour lamps.  Yet so much light is not really a must, as such a road is virtually like a highway such as that between cities, where cars may safely use their high-beams for visibility.  In times of scarcity such as summer, and during peak hours, it is really unnecessary to have such excessive illumination of roads for the benefit of a few rich vehicle-owners, again at the expense of the poorer citizens who will rarely use such roads. Either the lights can all be dimmed, or all switched off during peak-load hours, or alternate / intermediate lights removed during summer crunch.  If the reasons are explained to the public, there will be minimal complaints.

