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	MYTHS ABOUT SLUM-DWELLERS
	THE REALITY

	Slum dwellers live in slums by choice, for affordability
	No legitimate alternatives are open to them, so the huge demand for living space forces them to pay for the black-market supply

	Slums dwellers are the filthiest citizens
	Conservancy, sanitation or other services are very rarely provided for then in cities

	Doorstep garbage-clearance is very difficult in crowded slum areas
	Slum-dwellers are the MOST cooperative in door-step collections, when asked to. Nobody WANTS to live in filth.

	Slum-dwellers are a small percentage of a city’s residents and can and should be relocated to preserve city aesthetics and property values.
	NIUA estimates slum populations as : 

Patna 64% (NIUA data Mumbai 60% (CPCB afdt 2000) or 34% (NIUA) 

Delhi 27% (NIUA data) 

	Slum-dwellers are anti-social or criminal elements or illegal migrants
	They are law-abiding simple folk migrating for survival, forced by poverty to leave the protective social network of their home environment to eke out an urban existence by their wits and hard work.

	Slum-dwellers are basically land-grabbers or are in league with and support land-grabbers for monetary gain
	Arriving in search of city jobs, and can find no-one else who will help them find shelter.  For this they pay Rs 3-900 pm plus large deposits in instalments.

	Slums are a burden on the urban economy 
	Slums are the life-line of all economic activity in a city and throb with enterprise

	Cities would be better off without slum-dwellers and migrants to cities
	Migrants provide labour for city cleaning, construction, transport and much more

	Slum-dwellers “steal” water
	Economic Times says India’s urban poor pay more for waster (from tanker mafia) than their class anywhere else in the world.

	Slums-dwellers “steal” electricity
	They pay heavily to corrupt linemen for power connections they cannot legally get.  The SEBs are the ultimate revenue losers

	Slums-dwellers are unwilling to pay for toilets and other amenities
	All our micro-success stories are based on slum-dwellers’ willingness to pay and work for facilities if the system enables them to.

	Slum upgradation means giving all facilities at once, of good standard, even if high budgets cover a very few at a time.
	Individual slums have different priorities and will pay in instalments for one facility at a time: water or toilets or power or drainage or paved lanes or improved housing. 

	Slum-dwellers are unwilling to move from their present shacks near their work-places, and return when displaced 
	Surat has shown how slum-dwellers ASK to be relocated if alternate sites with facilities are provided.  Where sufficient public transport is provided from new sites to old ones, very few return to inhuman former sites. 

	Housing plans are best left to the State or city, without consulting the illiterate users for joint planning
	Professional planners with vision and sensitivity are unheeded by bureaucrats mostly untrained in complex urban planning

	Middle-income groups should be the focus of housing plans by peri-urban Development Authorities or Improvement Trusts via acquisition
	Middle-class city-dwellers move slowly up the housing chain on their own.  Supply and demand meets their needs.  It is only new-comers who need planned transit camps

	Urban planning is best centralised, via Development Plans
	These are rarely enforced.  A bare minimum of guidelines for land development outside city limits, with strict enforcement of these, would work far better in a free market economy.


Once we have an Action Plan blueprint to prevent the creation of new slums in every city every year, and a land-supply policy for the urban poorest, it is indeed possible to provide incrementally improved living conditions for all those in our existing slums also, and try to make India’s cities clean and slum-free in ten years.

Contd …

It is possible to make India’s cities clean and slum-free in ten years.  We now have several small but successful, even award-winning, micro-models for painless relocation or upgradation of existing slums and for providing Affordable Incremental Sites and Services, often financed by slum-dwellers themselves.  Now we need a clear and implementable public policy on peri-urban land-use planning for the needs of poor new migrants to urban areas. 

The Govt forecasts 
that :

· 41% of India’s population will live in cities in 2021, vs today’s 28%.
· Urban population trends predict 11 million new city-dwellers a year.
· 62 million of us will live in slums in 2001 : next year.
· 1.6 million new poor migrants to our bigger cities every single year.

· At merely 12.5 sq meters each, we need 2000 hectares a year.  Every year!

  Without detailed action plans for this river of city-bound humanity, is it meaningful to only debate “remove” vs “improve” for existing slums?

Just relocating all of Delhi’s existing slums will require 2000 hectares today.  Not just within the city limits but largely outside it.  Such decisions are far beyond Municipal Commissioners alone.  The State must show political will & leadership, inter-departmental action plans, and put systems in place for providing civic services in these satellite locations, if our urbanised areas are to become clean and remain clean and hygienic.

Petitioner proposes to compile the pooled wisdom of a cross-section of success stories, best practices, subject experts and policy-makers in the field, to help evolve a national consensus on appropriate and sustainable approaches towards the needs of poor migrants to urban areas.  This can be fine-tuned by our bureaucrats, urban planners and elected representatives.  The numbers and myths quoted above show the urgent need for planning to ensure that inevitable migration and urban growth need not mean more slums or filthier cities, but orderly management of people, space, garbage and sewage. 

Otherwise, every migrant will be forced to become an illegal encroacher in an “existing slum”, “recognised” or not, before he is entitled to “cleaning or clearing” of the area where he has managed, by honest labour but at considerable black-market cost, to house his family and provide the most basic amenities that earlier civic residents enjoy.  Every migrant is willing to pay, and does pay in instalments, a goodly price for both space and services, but that money that does not reach city or state agencies because no legal avenues exist to provide for their needs. 
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� National Institute of Urban Affairs: Urban Statistics Handbook 2000 (under Urban Dev Ministry, GoI)


  Refer Tables 1.1 to 1.4, migration data in 1.15-1.29, slum population data 3.24 to 3.29.





