I am already intrigued by Almitra Patel's reference to  the intriguing
pig-farming scene in Indian cities. I am sure I am not alone in hoping to
hear more. Otherwise, perhaps Almitra could indicate publications where we
can read more.  Urban Harvest's experience with pig-raising systems in Asia
and Latin America suggest that access to land and the security of that
access is extremely important in determining the type, number and form of
pig-raising. For example, in Lima, the major concern of pig-raisers is of
being ejected from their location by the authorities, since they lack land
title, which also makes them vulnerable to charges of environmental
pollution and health risks. This insecurity results in a range of
strategies, from low levels of investment in pens etc, with a negative
effect on growth rates and possibly on animal health, but also shorter
raising periods, where the profits are less but so are the risks. 

In Vietnam, around Hanoi, though land titles more secure, space is very
limited. This again leads to a series of pig-raising strategies with
different levels of profits, but which are addapted to local land ownership
circumstances. Small farmers with very space-constrained compounds raise
"seedling" piglets, usually from a single or a couple of sows. Those nearer
Hanoi with more compound space but limited agricultural possibilities buy
the seedling piglets and raise them for 45 days till they are juveniles of
around 27kg. A litter can usually be raised from seedling piglets to
juveniles in the same space. Profits from this kind of enterprise provides
around 80% of income for these families. Pig-fattening on the other hand is
an option either for small-scale producers with farm by-product, who may
raise only a few animals, or else it is a large-scale activity for
agro-enterprises with access to large areas of land. 

Regards, 

Gordon Prain

__________________________________
Gordon Prain, Ph.D.,
Global Coordinator, URBAN HARVEST
the CGIAR System-wide Initiative on
Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture,
CIP, Av. La Molina 1895
Apartado 1558, La Molina, 
Lima Peru.
Tel. 51 1 349 6017; direct line 51 1 317 5346
FAX: 51 1 317 5326
Email: g.prain@cgiar.org
Website:www.cipotato.org/urbanharvest
___________________________



-----Original Message-----
From: Almitra Patel [mailto:almitrapatel@rediffmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2003 11:27 AM
To: landuse@listserv.ruaf.org
Subject: [Land Use] Pig farming


Wish I had time to explain the intriguing pig-farming scene in Indian
cities.  Anyone interested contact me in Jan 04 please.  Is anyone growing
Spirulina?  Would that count as UA?  Does anyone have a problem with
agrowastes: rice-straw or coir pith (dust) can make good substrates for
oyster-mushroom growing.  Almitra

On Mon, 10 Nov 2003 ETC-RUAF wrote :
>Please find below the contribution of Dr. Beacon Mbiba (mbibab@lsbu.ac.uk)
>Michael Baumeister, ETC-RUAF
>
>
>-----Original Message-----
> From: Ncube BMB [mailto:mwenezi@hotmail.com]
>Sent: Monday, November 10, 2003 12:16 PM
>To: ruaf@etcnl.nl
>Subject: re: Farming Frogs in Peri-Urban Africa
>
>
>Dear Participants
>
>re:  Farming Frogs for Export in Peri-Urban Africa
>
>Contributions to the e-conference rightly confirm the diversity of  UA; the
>need for a systems view approach, conflict resolution and dynamic (not
>static) approaches.   Such diversity will determine the demand made on
land.
>Mubvami (from Harare) cited efforts towards mushroom production.   This and
>other products such as rabbits (see Cuba) take up very little land yet
>provide highly nutritious foods.  They can also be exported or sold on the
>market earning an income.  So you kill three birds with one stone i.e.
>reduced demand on land, good food, income.  Participation by the poor in
>this is possible due to limited demand on land (again see Cuba case).
>
>Patel (writing to Jacky) has made me think a bit more about the above.   In
>particular, Patel records incidents where (due to culture, ignorance etc)
>communities fail to utilize abundantly available plants/animals as food.
>This is understandable and we should not castigate such communities.   Who
>would eat snakes in Harare, Pretoria, Nairobi, Lusaka or London for that
>matter? (recently, a man died after eating a snake in Southern Zimbabwe).
>Yet there are places in the world where snakes are  a delicacy.  The
>challenge is to develop ways of introducing new 'products' into a
community.
>In Africa, one such product is FROGS.  They are all over.  They do not take
>up much space to grow them.  They are not as difficult as fish yet are
>equally nutritious.
>
>Is there anyone there with experience or knowledge on low cost frog farming
>that could be adapted for peri-urban Africa?   Since most people (as of
now)
>do not eat frogs (in East and Southern Africa) anyone with export market
>suggestions please pass them on.
>
>As we negotiate different ways of using urban land (i.e. expansion of urban
>agriculutre) we also need to diversify the way in which urban agriculture
is
>done.  We need to broaden the options of UA - the way in which it uses land
>and the products it gives - irrespective of whether it is done by the poor,
>new poor (formerly middle class) or the rich, for subsitence or for
>marketing, by men, women or both.
>
>Regards
>
>Beacon Mbiba
>Urban & Peri-Urban Research Network (Peri-NET)
>Room 619 Tower Block Extension
>Urban and Environmental Studies
>103 Borough Road
>London SE1 0AA
>
>Tel: 44 (207) 815 8385
>
>e-mail: mbibab@lsbu.ac.uk
>
