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Schools without toilets always have lady teachers who are irregular in attendance.

Lack of toilets makes lady teachers unpunctual, coming late or leaving early.

Lack of toilets in villages also makes doctors reluctant to practice in rural areas.

A school toilet would solve both these problems.

In schools without toilets, older girls  regularly miss classes for 4 days every month

 as they cannot relieve themselves in the open  while menstruating.

Fearing the resultant teasing, or failure in exams, many older girls drop out of school 

for lack of toilets.

And our nation loses another generation of educated wives and mothers.

Every  State has a Govt Architect, to whose specifications primary school blocks are built.

He should be required to include toilets as a compulsory feature in all school designs.

Contractors who build school blocks should not be paid their retention money until the school toilet is constructed and functional.

Plans should specify WHO-approved low-water-use WC pans, which have a steeper 30o slope  and narrower outlet hole of 4” diameter.  

These need just one mug of water for flushing feces, instead of a bucketful.  But they are hard to come by.  Sanitary-ware firms must be encouraged to include these water-saving pans in their product range.

Without access to school toilets, our next generation of little ones cannot learn how to use them, or protect themselves and their future families from fecal-borne illnesses.

In most schools with toilets, the teachers keep them locked for their own use only “because  the children don’t use the toilet properly”.

They miss the whole point that education  is also about how to use such facilities!

School inspectors must ensure that teachers allow their students to use the toilets. 

One excuse given is that “parents do not want their children to get such habits and 

start demanding a toilet at home which they cannot afford”.  

Nothing could be better than childrens’ demand for such a need!  Very-low-cost 

toilet designs need to be propagated, maybe with designs put up at the school.

Even under pressure, teachers allowed  only Std 3-4-5 girls to use their toilet.  

This was solved by urging teachers to pair each LKG-UKG-1-2-Std girl with  an older girl who will regularly accompany  her to the toilet and teach the little one 

how to keep it clean.

Toilets are mostly designed by men,  who do not understand the need for toilets 

to be gender-friendly and maintenance-free.

Women and girls are shy to be seen entering  a toilet carrying newspaper, or leaving it with  a package.  Even where toilet cleaning  arrangements are in place, nobody is ready 

to clear away soiled menstrual cloths.   And where to put them when cleared?

So especially in slums, menstrual cloths are dropped into the WC pan, blocking the outlet and, even worse, the underground drains which get choked and overflow.

One simple solution which works is a steep 60o chute made from a 6” PVC pipe, which leads from a hole in the cubicle wall to a simple unlined pit in the ground outside, separate from the septic tank and covered with a stone slab.  

Menstrual cloths can be dropped down this chute, and a once-weekly mugful 

of cowdung-slurry water aids decomposition  of all the organic waste and controls smell. 
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