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URBAN   AGRI - PARKS   FOR   BANGALORE

Mrs Almitra H Patel, 50 Kothnur, Bangalore 560077.  almitrapatel@rediffmail.com 
One of the loveliest features of downtown Fremont in Silicon Valley is Ardenwood Farm, a working farm preserved as a huge city park where urban kids can observe and enjoy, for $6 a head ($1 on Sat) the growing of many different fruit, vegetable and cereal crops, play with various farm animals or ride ponies.  It is a most popular spot for children’s parties, holiday outings and community festivals.   Our Silicon City, Bangalore, can very easily  create several similar parks by preserving, during BDA acquisitions, large and well-developed mango, coconut and sapota orchards, vineyards, outstanding gardens around the current BCC limits, as Urban Agri-Parks.  This can be done by relocating the desk-drawn locations of Civic Amenity sites to existing plots with good tree-cover or with high productivity and suitable size. Proposed CA areas can be expanded as needed, to match ground-cover.  All seasonal stream-beds should be saved as Green Ribbons, with wooded paths on both sides.

Such flexible, adaptive land-use planning and creative innovation will be particularly important if and when the Green Belt is considered for outward development of the city. The relatively small decrease in number of plots available for offer by BDA will be more than made up for in the long-term quality of life of new areas and their residents, and will add welcome variety to the types of green recreational spaces available for public enjoyment.

Maintenance is possible at little or no cost to civic bodies in many ways:

* Land acquisition can be done as usual, but instead of paying cash compensation for trees / vines and cutting them down, the existing cultivators or their nominees who know their soils and orchards best, can be given the first option of continuing to cultivate them indefinitely, subject to certain conditions.

* Contract-farming bids may be awarded for these Urban Agri-Parks, based on maximum green cover proposals. Bidders should make no payment to the BDA / BCC but instead, accept waste-water or segregated organic waste and market waste from the locality for urban agriculture and composting.  This alone will save the city Rs 1000-1500 per ton of waste per day in waste-management costs.

* Low-lying paddy-fields can be retained as ground-water-recharge points, and will also protect tanks from being drained and built upon.  They can be used by (a) nurserymen in return for maintaining local road-dividers and traffic islands or nearby mini-parks, or (b) for ‘popular gardens’ cultivated by hobby-farmers.  In Havana, 26,000 such ‘popular garden’ plots on 2440 hectares produce 25,000 tons of food a year, much of it donated to schools and day-care centers. (c) Local residents or individuals can adopt-a-park or mini-sports ground, maintained by nominal entrance fees.  

Organic farming is preferable in city Agri-Parks, with minimal use of chemical pesticides and fertilizers. Cultivators invest and keep profits as usual.  Agri-Park orchards, vine-yards or fields must be open to the public from say 6-9 am and 4-6 pm, but may be closed with prior notice for a few days during peak harvest-times.

All Agri-Parks must compost fallen leaves, garden trimmings and organic wastes from the locality and the park.  They must also have rainwater-harvesting and ground-water recharge structures, and be able to absorb storm-water surges to control flooding and reduce the need and cost of artificial drainage.  They should also have decentralized on-site treatment and re-use of sullage water, leaving only sewage for conventional treatment.  Nuisance uses like pig-farming are not allowed.

An Urban Agri-Park Steering Committee of urban planners, nurserymen and  horticulturists, environ-mentalists and concerned citizens should be formed to help select the most suitable sites after field visits, to evolve policies for Agri-Parks and Green Ribbons, and to pilot the program in its early stages since it is a new concept for India, though wide-spread in many countries (see www.ruaf.org).   

