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Mrs Almitra H Patel  MS MIT, USA, 50, Kothnur, Bagalur Rd  Bangalore 560077

Tel 080-8465365     Tel-Fax 080-8465195     almitrapatel@rediffmail.com

Member, Supreme Court Committee for Solid Waste Mgt for Class 1 Cities

Advisor, Solid Waste Mgt, Ganga ICDP Kanpur, Clean Jharkhand Project, INTACH Waste Network 

11.3.2003

Mr Jayakar Jerome,IAS, Commissioner

BDA, Chowdiah Rd, KPW, Bangalore 560020

Smt Tara Ajai Singh, IAS, Metropolitan Commissioner 

BMRDA,  LRDE Bldg, AA Rd, Bangalore 560052

CC:  Hon CM,  Mr  S  M  Krishna

CC:  BATF Chairman Mr Nandan Nilekani

Dear Mr Jerome & Mrs Tara Ajai Singh,

                                                         URBAN   AGRI - PARKS   FOR   BANGALORE

Greetings. One of the loveliest features of downtown Fremont in Silicon Valley is Ardenwood Farm, a working farm preserved as a huge city park where urban kids can observe and enjoy, for $6 a head ($1 on Sat) the growing of many different fruit, vegetable and cereal crops, play with various farm animals, take pony rides, etc.  It is a most popular spot for children’s parties, holiday outings and community festivals.

Our Silicon City, Bangalore, can very easily  create several similar parks by preserving, during BDA acquisitions, large and well-developed mango, coconut and sapota orchards, vineyards, outstanding gardens or floriculture and vegetable or paddy farms around the current BCC limits, as Urban Agri-Parks.  This can be done by relocating the desk-drawn locations of Civic Amenity sites to existing wooded greens with good tree-cover or with high productivity and suitable size, expanding the proposed CA areas if needed, to match ground-cover.  

This will be particularly important if and when the Green Belt is selectively lifted while being considered for outward development of the city, and adds welcome variety to the types of green recreational spaces available for public enjoyment.  The relatively small decrease in number of plots available for offer by BDA will be more than made up for in the long-term quality of life of new areas and their residents.

Their maintenance for public enjoyment can be done at little or no cost to the BDA or extended BCC / CMCs, in any of the following ways:

1.0  Land acquisition can be done as usual, but instead of paying cash compensation for trees / vines and cutting them down, the existing cultivators can be given the first option of continuing to cultivate them indefinitely, subject to certain conditions (see 2 below), since they know their soils and orchards best.

1.1  If the original cultivators are not interested, their nominees can take over.

1.2  Contract-farming bids may be invited for these Urban Agri-Parks, awarded for maximum green cover proposals. Bidders should make no payment to the BDA / BCC but instead, accept waste-water or segregated organic waste and market waste from the locality for urban agriculture and composting.  This alone will save the city Rs 1000-1500 per ton of waste per day in waste-management costs. Any fees charged for Agri-Park events  should be shared with the city.

1.3  Garden or mini-sports clubs, local residents or individuals can adopt-a-park and maintain it for popular use by entrance fees, as is done in Vizag and Amritsar.

1.4  Low-lying paddy-fields can be retained as ground-water-recharge points, 

used by (a) nurserymen in return for maintaining local road-dividers and traffic islands or nearby mini-parks, or (b) for ‘popular gardens’ cultivated by hobby-farmers.  In Havana, 26,000 ‘popular garden’ plots on 2440 hectares produce 25,000 tons of food a year, much of it donated to schools and day-care centres
.  

This green buffer will also protect tanks from being drained and built upon.

2.0  Conditions for maintenance of such parks worldwide are usually as follows:

2.1  Use of chemical pesticides and excessive use of chemical fertilizers is banned.

       Organic farming is encouraged.  Cultivators invest and keep profits as usual.

2.2  Agri-Park orchards, vineyards or fields must be open to the public for a few hours a day, say 6-9 am and 4-6 pm as at Pune.

2.3  Vineyards or farms may be closed to the public for a maximum of say 30 days 

        a year during peak harvest-times, with prior notice, to protect against pilferage.

2.4  Must compost fallen leaves, garden trimmings and organic wastes from the 

       locality, and agri-wastes generated within the Agri-Park.

2.5  Must have rainwater-harvesting and ground-water recharge structures in it.

2.6  Should absorb storm-water surges to reduce need and cost of artificial 

        drainage.

2.7  Should have decentralized on-site treatment and re-use of sullage water, 

       leaving only sewage for conventional treatment.

2.8  Nuisance uses are not allowed within the city, such as pig-farming.

3.0  An Urban Agri-Park Steering Committee of urban planners, nurserymen and 

      horticulturists, environmentalists and concerned citizens should be formed 

       to help select the most suitable sites after field visits, evolve policies and 

       pilot the program in its early stages since it is a relatively new concept for 

       India, though wide-spread in many other countries.  

       I have extensive literature available on the subject if required.  

4.0  If the BDA and BMRDA can thus preserve Bangalore’s green environments 

       by creative innovation and flexible, adaptive land-use planning, they should 

       definitely try  for the Dubai Best Practices Award, for emulation world-wide.

Always with pleasure at your service,  

Sincerely,

� “Growing Cities, Growing Food:  Urban Agriculture on the Policy Agenda”, published by DSE= 


    German Foundation for International Dev. e al, 531 pgs, ISBN 3-934068-25-1.  Also � HYPERLINK "http://www.ruaf.org" ��www.ruaf.org� 





