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INDIA’S     URBAN   SOLID   WASTE    MANAGEMENT

NATIONAL   POLICY   RECOMMENDATIONS

OF   THE   SUPREME – COURT –  APPOINTED

COMMITTEE  FOR  CLASS 1  CITIES  (pop. 100,000+)

Interim  Report  June  ‘98        Final  Report  Jan.  ‘99

after  4  Regional  Workshops  with  Municipal  Heads

&  Officials  to  build  national  consensus  for  the  policy

NO   GARBAGE   DUMPING   ON   ROADS:

Street  litter  bins  for  pedestrians  and  travellers

WASTE  SEPARATION  AT  SOURCE :  Two-Stream Segregation.

All homes, shops, offices … to keep separate waste-bins for

“WET” waste  =  kitchen and food waste & other compostables,

+ “DRY” waste = Recyclables: plastic, glass, paper,  metal, wood

STORAGE AT SOURCE UNTIL COLLECTED:

Waste to be retained by all for 24 hours until collected

DOORSTEP   COLLECTION   OF   WASTES

free  for  most residential areas & all slums & public areas.

At  full  cost - of - collection  on  “Polluter – Pays”  Principle for

collecting  all  bulk waste  from hotels, eateries, marriage halls,

hospitals & clinics, wholesale markets, shops in commercial

streets,  office complexes, cattle - sheds,  slaughter - houses,

fairs & exhibitions,  inner-city cottage industry & petty trade.

HIGH - RISES,  PRIVATE  AREAS TO PROVIDE OWN BIG BINS

within their own areas for Dry & Wet Waste, for daily removal.

DIFFERENT   WASTE   STREAMS   TO  BE  COLLECTED  SEPARATELY

WET   Waste   to be collected by   Municipal   employees   or contractors,  preferably  using  multi - container  handcarts  or  tricycles or

micro  – vehicles,  using  a bell  or  whistle  to  announce  arrival  at  gate.

DRY  Waste  to  be  collected  once  weekly,  by  waste - pickers  with organisational  &  infrastructure  assistance  from  NGOs or  Municipality

DEBRIS  must  be  stored  within  premises,  not  on  road  or  footpath.

It must always  be  collected  &  transported  separately  from dry & wet wastes, for disposal at pre - designated  sites  or  landfills  by  builder,

or  on  full  cost – recovery  basis  if  transported  by  the  Municipality.

SYNCHRONISED TRANSPORT TO WASTE-PROCESSING SITE

Waste collected at doorstep should preferably go directly into a take-away container like tractor-trailer or dumper-placers for same-day removal without double handling.  Otherwise containers must be provided for temporary storage of this waste, to be removed within hours.
DAILY  TREATMENT  OF  UNCLEARED WASTE  STORAGE – SITES

to control  odour  &  uncontrolled rotting,

e.g.  by  spraying  of  composting   bio-cultures.

Routine  use  of  pesticides  on  garbage  is  banned.

COMPUTERISED  WEIGH-BRIDGES & MGT INFO SYSTEMS

Quantities  of  garbage  transported  to  be  monitored  against

targets  through  effective management information systems &

a  recording weigh - bridge: computerised  for  1 million+  cities.

PAYMENT on WEIGHT BASIS only,  for  waste - transport  contracts.

INCENTIVE SCHEMES for above-target waste collection & transport.

TWO-SHIFT daily use of transport vehicles with 80% on-road

To be ensured by Municipal or pvt-contract Vehicle Workshops

“PIN-POINT” WORK ASSIGNMENTS FOR 365-DAYS-A-YEAR CLEANING

Fixed beats for individual sweepers comprising 150-250 houses

with adjoining road-sweeping duty

300 running meters in high-density areas in morning shift

500     “             “      in medium-density areas   “           “

750    “              “      in low-density areas          “           “

Cleanliness of shallow surface drains to be the routine

responsibility of road-sweepers for that stretch.

Similar fixed beats for afternoon-shift cleaning in slums or roads.

CLEANING  OF  DRAINS  LESS  THAN  2  FT  DEEP

to be the responsibility of  SWM  Dept.

Only deeper drains + Under-Ground Drainage to be

under Municipal Eng’g Dept or a separate body.

Desilting Norms:  500 running meters / person for initial

major cleaning, then periodic cleaning of longer lengths.

Drain  Silt  not  to  be  left  on  road  for  drying,  but

loaded directly into hand-cart &  taken to transfer point .

Silt  & debris not  to  be  dumped  at  compost - plant.

NORMS  FOR  BIN  SPACING  ON  ROADS  WHERE  UNAVOIDABLE

Temporary  storage  bins  of  3 – 10 cu. m.  to be  max 400 meters  apart.

Where  unavoidable,  small  0.5 to 1 cu. m. bins to be  ~100 meters apart

BAN  ON  BURNING  OF  LEAVES  &  WASTE  IN  STREETS.

ENCOURAGE  DECENTRALISED COMPOSTING OF LOCAL WASTES :

Ward - wise  composting  of  1- 5  tons  of  well - segregated  wet  waste in  local  parks  is  ideal,   for  recycling  of  organics  and  also  for

huge  savings  in  garbage  transport  costs  to  scarce  disposal  sites.

COMPOSTING   IS  THE   DISPOSAL  METHOD  OF  CHOICE

AEROBIC  COMPOSTING  in  windrows,  accelerated

by  microbial  bio-cultures  for  rapid  odour-reduction,

or  vermi -composting, is recommended first choice to

recycle biodegradable  wastes  into  organic  manures &

restore  micro-nutrients + beneficial  microbes  to fields.

Anaerobic  digestion  does  not  kill  germs & pathogens.

Landfills  consume  scarce  &  costly  land  annually.

ONLY  COMPOST-PLANT   REJECTS   &   DEBRIS

can  go  to  COVERED  LANDFILLS.

PLAN  &  PROVIDE  WASTE-YARDS  with  20-25 YEARS’  LIFE.

NO-DEVELOPMENT ZONE around  IDENTIFIED WASTE-YARDS

WASTE-MANAGEMENT  INFRASTRUCTURE  to be a  STRICTLY-

ENFORCED  PRE-CONDITION  IN  NEW  DEVELOPMENT  AREAS

BIO-MEDICAL WASTE  DISPOSAL as per NEW  RULES.

COLLECTIVE   DUTY  of   WASTE - GENERATORS

 for COMMON TRANSPORT &  INCINERATION  etc 

May BIO-DIGEST  SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  WASTES.

CITY-BASED INDUSTRY WASTE DISPOSAL as per

STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD Guidelines.

ENGINEERED LANDFILLS are URGENTLY NEEDED

IN  EVERY  STATE  FOR  TOXIC WASTES  &  REJECTS.

TEMPORARY  TOILETS at  all CONSTRUCTION  SITES.

PREVENT  OPEN  DEFECATION : 

CONSTRUCT  PAY & USE, INDIV. OR GROUP TOILETS

RESTRICT CATTLE MOVEMENT ON STREETS

  ONLY STALL-FEED.  CLEAR WASTES  DAILY AT-COST 

 IN LARGEST  CITIES ,  RELOCATE  CATTLE  OUTSIDE 

TRAINING & REFRESHER COURSES 

FOR ALL SWM WORKERS AND SUPERVISORS.

REGULAR  INTER-CITY INTERACTION MEETS re. SWM 

IMPROVED PROMOTION OPPORTUNITIES

DECENTRALISATION OF SWM ADMINISTRATION :

ZONE-WISE AND WARD-WISE FOR FULL ACCOUNTABILITY.

NORMS FOR STAFFING  RATIOS +MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 

PROMOTE upto 50% PARTICIPATION by PVT SECTOR in SWM

MINIMUM  3 – YEAR  TENURE advisable for  MUNICIPAL

COMMISSIONERS, CEOs & SWM OFFICERS

POWERS TO LEVY FINES OR “ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES”

 PLUS MOBILE COURTS.

EARMARK FUNDS FOR MINIMUM EXPENDITURE ON SWM:

RS 100  PER CAPITA  PER YEAR  IN  500,000 - PLUS  CITIES, 

or  MINIMUM  RS 50  per Capita per Year in  SMALLER  CITIES.

APPOINT  5 - YEAR  TECHNOLOGY  MISSION   AT   CENTRE 

TO MONITOR CITIES’ PERFORMANCE  &  IMPLEMENTATION,  

GIVE TECHNICAL  INPUTS  and

PERFORMANCE - LINKED  INCENTIVE  FUNDING.

FISCAL  AUTONOMY  TO  CITIES  TO  RAISE  ADEQUATE  FUNDS 

FULFIL  OBLIGATORY  FUNCTIONS  LIKE  SWM 

BEFORE  FUNDING  ANY  DISCRETIONARY  FUNCTIONS.

LINK  SWM  CHARGES  TO   COST – OF – LIVING   INDEX.

PROPERTY  TAX  REFORM  for  SELF - ASSESSMENT 

&  FULL  COLLECTION  through  VOLUNTARY  PAYMENT.

TAX - FREE  STATUS  for  MUNICIPAL  BONDS  of

 HIGH - CREDIT - RATED  CITIES.

AMEND  BYE - LAWS to ENSURE COMPLIANCE with this report.

