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Dear Friends,
 The National meeting of the unorganized sector workers was held on 25th Feb. 2003 at Indian Social Institute, Lodi Road, New Delhi. This meeting was organized by the National Campaign Committee for Central Legislation on Construction Labourers (NCCCL). There was a nationwide representation of about 300 delegates, both men and women, from Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Delhi, Jharkhand, M. P., Bihar and Maharashtra, from sectors such as Construction, Forest, Fisheries, Street Venders, Domestic Workers, Home Based Workers, Rickshaw Pullers, Tribals, Safai Mazdoor, Art workers, Rice Mill Workers, Weavers, Agricultural Labourers, Migrant Workers etc.
The National Co-ordinator of NCCCL Subhash Bhatnagar, welcomed the participants to the meeting Shri Surendra Mohan, former Member of Parliament presided over the first session and Shri T. S. Sankaran former Additional Secretary, Ministry of Labour, Govt. of India presided over the second session. Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer, Chairman of the NCCCL could not attend the meeting. A message from him however was read out at the meeting. 
 
Shri Surendra Mohan, in his presidential address, explained briefly the context of the National Meeting of the Unorganized Workers i.e., the sad plight of the workers as an aftermath of Globalization –Liberalization- Privatization (GLP) and the report of Second National Labour Commission. With this orientation, the participants went for a group discussion under two topics:      (I) The Unorganized Sector Workers and the Board’s system of Social Security and Labour Welfare and (II) Impact of Globalization on Unorganized Sector Workers. Group discussion was followed by the general session in which the reports of the group discussion were presented.        Shri T. S. Sankaran, in his presidential address, threw light on the report of the 2nd National Labour Commission. The Group reports were adopted in the general session. 
 
There was an open discussion regarding the future strategy it was unanimously decided to constitute a National Campaign Committee for Unorganized Sector workers (NCC-USW) to be headed by Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer. NCC-USW campaign for comprehensive legal protection for unorganized sector workers through sectoral tripartite boards. Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer conveyed his acceptance to be the Chairman of the NCC-USW, through email next day. The NCC-USW will soon call a National meeting of likeminded organizations and individuals working with different segments of Unorganized sector workers in different parts of the country. A working committee of the NCC-USW will be constituted at the next meeting in Delhi in the presence of Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer. You will receive an invitation for this meeting as soon as we receive confirmation of a date for this meeting from Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer. You are requested to send us the name and addresses of other organizations and individuals working with Unorganized sector workers in your region who could be invited to join the NCC-USW.
 
The National meeting of the unorganized sector workers also decided to demand. The withdrawal of the suicidal and anti labour policies of Globalization –Liberalization- Privatization        (G L P) being implemented by the Indian Govt. and to defend the rights of the workers for life and livelihood in the present context. 
 
Report of the discussions and suggestion on various segments of unorganized sector workers is enclosed.
 
We are looking forward for your suggestion and new contacts of individuals and organizations working with the unorganized sector workers. With thanks for the support and cooperation of all the constituents of NCC-CL and the workers of other unorganized sectors.
 (Subhash Bhatnagar)
Coordinator
  
REPORT OF THE DISCUSSIONS ON UNORGANIZED SECTOR WOKRERS
 
To alleviate the present conditions, following measures were put fourth the meeting:
 
TRIPARTITE COMMITTEE
Tripartite labour boards should be set up at Taluk levels in all States for each major sector of manual labourers, like agriculture workers, street vendors, construction workers, weavers, home based workers, tailors, domestic workers, Beedi workers, synthetic gem cutting artisans and art workers, traditional service sector etc.; 50% of members on each board should be workers. There should be proportionate participation for women, Board member should be nominated by the government from each sector and later they should be elected by registered members in each sector. There shall be no political party representation on the boards.
The board has to regulate employment opportunities, wages, working conditions with safety measures etc. It should put an end to bonded labour, child labour and other violations against workers, rights.
 
SOCIAL SECURITY: -
The board has to provide employment guarantee, non-employment allowance, ESI, provident fund, pension, monsoon/drought allowances, child care, accident relief, education scholarship etc. without gender discrimination as mentioned below. 
 
Accident death


:
Rs.2 Lakhs
Natural death


: 
Rs.50,000
Funeral 


: 
Rs.10,000
Monthly pension 

: 
Rs.1,000 ( Age F- 50, M- 55)
Marriage assistance 

:
Rs.10,000
Maternity entitlement

:
Rs.10,000
Spectacles


:
Rs.500
Educational Scholarship
Elementary Stage

:
Rs.500
Middle & High School

:
Rs.1,000
Higher Secondary 

: 
Rs.2,000
Providing hearing aid, tricycle for disabled, loan to procure working tools, disability assistance, according to the doctor’s certificate where ESI is not available.
 
REGISTRATION: - 
Registration of workers and employers in corresponding boards has to be made compulsory. The board has to provide I.D.  Cards and work books to  the registered workers. 
 
CESS COLLECTION: -
2% of cess must be collected over goods in the stage of manufacture, marketing, and in all constructions at the stage of plan sanction, and of land revenue.
 
BUDGET ALLOTMENT: - 
20% of the total budget amount has to be allotted for the social welfare of the hitherto neglected unorganized workers.
  
DISPUTES IN THE COURSE OF EMPLOYMENT:
A tripartite dispute resolution mechanism in each sector wise board should be contributed by the Government with appellate provisions at the state level.
 
WOMEN WORKERS AND CHILD RIGHT: -
Two-child norm has to be abandoned in maternity assistance, since it restricts rights of the women workers and children  
 
MONITORING COMMITTEE: -
A committee in each board has to be constituted to monitor and effectively stop child labour, bonded labour, non-payment of wages, under payment of wages and other violation of workers rights.
 
ADMINSTRATION: -
Social security benefits for unorganized workers must be provided within a month of application according to seniority, authorized by respective trade unions. The procedure must be simple to render the benefits to workers at the earliest.
 
DIGNITY AND QUALITY OF LABOUR: -
The boards have to use the media to create a social consciousness about the significant contribution of manual labour to grass domestic product (GDP), the equality and dignity of manual and mental labour the legal rights of manual labour, and so on. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: -
Right to work, housing, education, childcare, health care and social security of the workers have to be enacted as fundamental rights.
 
LAND TO THE TILLER: -
Lands in the possession of the Government and surplus land have to be allotted to the landless agricultural labourers and marginalized farmers with immediate effect.   
 
LAND, WATER, FOREST: - 
Access to land, water and forest are to be made the right of the working people in the respective geographical areas.
 
GLOBALISATION AND RIGHT TO LIFE AND LIVELIHOOD.
Due to globalization, privatization, mechanization, liberalization, subsidy cut, centralization of capital leading to the destruction of agriculture, local industries, artisnal production, unemployment, invisible retrenchments, migration of workers, child labour, suicide of workers, starvation deaths, slum eviction etc. are detrimental to the right to life and livelihood especially of the unorganized workers. The anti-worker policy of the government due to LPG has to be reversed immediately. Hence we propose the following measures to be implemented on a war footing to safeguard the right to life and livelihood of the unorganized workers.
 
SECTOR WISE PROPOSALS:
1)
Artisanal production
: To promote artisanal products, ban plastic products.
2)
Rickshaw

: Provide livelihood to rickshaw pullers
 3)
Agriculture
:

a) 
Ban import of machinery





b) 
Ensure labour opportunity.
C)
Stop giving government lands to multinationals and other private corporate. 
d) 
Promote co-operative farming by giving subsidies and loans.
e) 
Provide land to the agricultural workers.
4)
Street Vendors:

a)             Stop import of foreign goods.
b)            Provide small shops with license.
c)             Survey the street venders.
5)       FISHING:
STOP
a)             dumping industrial waste in the deep sea.
b)            prawn farming.
c)             foreign vessels.
d)            import of fish products, and
e)            eviction of the fishermen settlements to ensure their right to work & to livelihood.
6)       TAILORING:
a)             Stop import of readymade dress and tailoring machines.
b)            Promote tailoring with subsidy and loan.
c)             Give subsidy to electricity.
7)
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS:
a)             Stop mechanization of construction.
b)            Stop the use of ready-mix concrete for construction below 5000 sq. feet.
8)       PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION:
a)             Give subsidy.
b)            Reduce the price of food grains
c)             Supply goods to any member of the families
9)       RICE MILL WORKERS:
a)                   Stop modern rice mills.
b)                  Relieve & rehabilitate bonded & child labourers.
10)   SHOE MAKERS:
a)                   Stop nylon products.
b)                  Stop artificial skin processing.
c)                   Give loan with subsidy to start work.
 
11)   WEAVING:
a)                   Stop using machines for handloom.
b)                  11 items reserved for handloom should not to be taken over by the power looms.
c)                   Promote handloom product.
12)   MIGRANT LABOURERS:
a)                   Provide living qrs. Health cares, childcare.
b)                  Treat sugar cane cutters as factory workers and give such facilities like PF, ESI etc. to them.
13)   SYNTHETIC GEM CUTTING WORKERS:
Ban import of cut Gems. 

	 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE NATIONAL MEETING OF UNORGANIZED SECOTR WORKERS ORGANIZED BY NCC-CL ON 25-02-2003 AT ISI, DELHI

	 
	 

	Actioin Aid
	Nirman Mazdoor Panchayat Sangam - Pondicherry

	Allikulam Small Vendors Union
	Nirman Mazdoor Panchayat Sangam - Rajasthan

	Ankur
	Nirman Mazdoor Panchayat Sangam - Tamil Nadu

	Aradhya
	Nirmana

	Bal Vikas Dhara
	Pennurimai Iyakkam

	Consumers Forum - Delhi
	PMKTS-Pondicherry

	Dalit Jagrati Mission
	Pondicherry State Construction Workers Union

	Delhi School of Social Work
	Rainbow

	Domestic Workers Forum
	Rehri Patri Khomcha Avaim Chote Dukandar Sanyukt Morcha

	Eastern Railway Construction Mazdoor Union
	Saman Sarak Adhikar Abhiyan

	FORCES
	Samarth

	Hazard Centre
	Sanjha Manch

	Hind Mazdoor Kissan Panchayat
	Sarpam Irular Thozhilary Union 

	Joint Action Committee of Unorganized Workers & 
	Sivagangai Dist Manikuravar Association

	Women's Struggle Committee
	Sneh Bandhan Society

	Kamani Employees Union
	Social Action and Training

	Lokayan
	South Asia Study Center

	Mhanagar Asngathit Mazdoor Union
	Tamilnadu Construction Workers Union

	Mobile Creche
	TamilNadu Domestic Workers Union

	Nari Shakti Jagran Samiti
	TamilNadu Manual Workers Union

	National Alliance of Peoples Movement
	Tamilnadu Synthetic Gem Workers Union

	National Alliance of Street Venders - India
	Tamilnadu Tailoring Workers Union

	National Fish Workers Forum
	Tamilnadu Traditional Drum Players' Union

	Neenv ( Delhi FORCES)
	Trichy Dist. Consumer Council

	Nirmala Niketan- Co-operative Society of Domestic Workers
	Tritbal Social & Cultural Association

	Nirmala Shramik Bachat Sangh
	Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam

	Nirman Mazdoor Panchayat Sangam - Delhi
	Workers Peasnt Federation.

	Nirman Mazdoor Panchayat Sangam - Madhya Pradesh
	Working Women's Liberation Movement


TO:   A. V. SHREEDHAR" <sri_blr@hotmail.com>,"ACTION AID INDIA ASIA OFFICE PRA DIVISION \(Business Fax\)","Action India" <actioni@hotmail.com>,"AICCTU" <cpimllib@bol.net.in>,"AKHILA RAMCHANDRAN" <cfarasam@ndf.vsnl.net.in>,"Almitra Patel" <almitrapatel@hotmail.com>,"ANCHAL KAPOOR" <anchal@sapta.com>,"ANKUR" <ankureducation@vsnl.net>,"Anubha Sood" <anubhas@actionaidindia.org>,"Anuradha Prassad Dr" <anuep@satyam.net.in>,"ARUSHI" <manavi@iname.com>,"ASHOK AGGARWAL" <socialjur@mantraonline.com>,"ASTHA" <astha3@vsnl.com>,"Atal Behari Sharma" <atalsharma@hotmail.com>,"Aurobindo Ghose" <g_aurobindo@yahoo.com>,"Bhatt, Ela R" <sewa.mahila@axcess.net.in>,"Biplove" <sofcarorg@bol.net.in>,"BK. SOOD" <bksood_ifbww@vsnl.net>,"BMM" <bmm@del2.vsnl.net.in>,"C. J. GEORGE" <tdhindia@vsnl.com>,"CAMPAIGN AGAINST CHILD LABOUR" <rlhp@bgl.vsnl.net.in>,"CECODECON" <ceco@datainfosys.net>,"CENTRE FOR EDUCATION" <edit@labourfile.org>,"Chandru Chawla" <wocafric@nbnet.co.ke>,"Cherian K. Mathews" <mathewsc@actionaidindia.org>,"CHILD WATCH INDIA" <cwi@ndf.vsnl.net.in>,"CITU- DELHI" <citu@nda.vnsl.net.in>,"D THANKAPPAN" <comrad_dt@indiatimes.com>,"D. P. A. NAIDU \(Business Fax\)","DELHI FORUM" <delforum@vsnl.com>,"Dr. Onkar Mittal" <o_mittal@dfid.gov.uk>,"DUNU ROY" <dunuroy@usa.net>,"Ela R. Bhatt" <bhattela@ad1.vsnl.net.in>,"Eswara Prasad" <anuep@satyam.net.in>,"FAMILY HEALTH INTERNATIOANL" <maju@fhiindia.org>,"Geetha ramakrishnan" <nmpsangam@yahoo.co.in>,"geetha nmps" <geetha_nmps@usa.net>,"gramodaya" <gramoday@lw1.vsnl.net.in>,"HAZARDS CENTRE" <haz_cen@vsnl.net>,"HIDF - BANAGALORE" <hidforum@vsnl.com>,<Holdeen@aol.com>,"IDEAS" <ideasinterior@rediffmail.com>,"IM PANDEY" <impandey@iimahd.ernet.in>,"IM PANDEY" <impandey@iimahd.ernet.in>,"INDCARE" <indcare@bol.net.in>,"J John" <jjohn@vsnl.com>,"JAGORI" <jagori@unv.ernet.in>,"Jill Wells" <wells@ilo.org>,"JOHN SAMUEL \(Business Fax\)","JYOTI - ACTIONAID INDIA" <jyotis@actionaidindia.org>,"K. L. MAHENDRA \(Business Fax\)"," KISLAY" <kislay@vsnl.net>,"LAKSHMI RAMAN" <lrisabs@bgl.vsnl.net.in>,"LEELA -INDIAN SOCIAL INSTITUTE" <leela@unv.ernet.in>,"LINGRAJ" <lingraj@ipfw.edu>,"LOKAYAN" <lokayan@vsnl.com>,"M.D.Mistry" <disha@ad1.vsnl.net.in>,"Madhu Aggrawal" <madhu_aggrawal@hotmail.com>,"MAJU MATHEW" <mamathew@vsnl.net>,"MD MISTRY" <disha@ad1.vsnl.net.in>,"MEENA PATEL" <iufsaeo@ad1.vsnl.net.in>,"MINAR" <minar_p@yahoo.com>,"mini elizabeth mathew" <mathewmini@rediffmail.com>,"MOBILE CRECHE" <forces@del6.vsnl.net.in>,"MOBILE CRECHE" <forces@del6.vsnl.net.in>,"MUKUL" <mukul@redington.com.sg>,"NAPM Delhi" <napmdel@vsnl.com>,"NARMDA BACHAO ANDOLAN" <baroda@narmada.org>,"NAVLEEN KUMAR" <navleenkumar@hotmail.com>,"ncas" <ncas@vsnl.com>,"ncas" <ncas@vsnl.com>,"NIRMAN PRJECT NIRMLA NIKETAN" <colsocwk@bom5.vsnl.net.in>,"NP SAMY" <ruth@blr.vsnl.net.in>,"P. L. MIMROTH" <my_laawyer@del2.vsnl.net.in>,"PAIRAVI" <[No email address found]>,"PARO CHAGUR" <pchaujar@yahoo.com>,"Philip Jadhav" <ymcand@del3.vsnl.net.in>,"PRADIP PRABHU" <pradip.prabhu@yahoo.com>,"Priya Narula" <hrlndel@vsnl.net>,"PRYAS" <prayas@jp1.dot.net.in>,"R VENKATARAMANI" <rvramani@satyam.net.in>,"R. Geetha" <nmps@eth.net>,"R. N. PANDEY" <psg@cal2.vsnl.net.in>,"RAJASTHAN NIRMAN MAZDOOR SANGATHAN \(Business Fax\)","RENANA JHAWALA" <renanaj@vsnl.com>,<sewamahila@wilnetonline.net>,"Shivani Bhardwaj" <bhardwaj_s@vsnl.net>,"SN THAKUR" <aitucong@bol.net.in>,"Sujata Madhok" <wfs@unv.ernet.in>,"SUNIT MEHRA" <mamta@del6.vsnl.net.in>,"sunil tambe" <lekhak99@yahoo.com>,"SURBHI KAPOOR" <surabhi@nde.vsnl.net.in>,"Swami Agnivesh" <agnivesh@vsnl.com>,"Swapan Mukherjee" <aicctu@hotmail.com>,"T S Sankaran" <magabarani@vsnl.net>,"TDH HEAD OFFICE" <tdhnro@vsnl.com>,"tdhgipd" <tdhgipd@del6.vsnl.net.in>,"Thakorbhai Shah" <ics@wilnetonline.net>,"THE OTHER MEDIA" <deena@tom.unv.ernet.in>,"Vandana Mahajan" <Vandana_Mahajan_at_PO280Q01@SMTPLINK.unicef.org>,"Vandana Shiva" <vshiva@giasdl01.vsnl.net.in>,"VANI" <vani@nda.vsnl.net.in>,"vidhayak sansad" <vsansad@bom3.vsnl.net.in>,"VIDYA JYOTI" <vjcoldel@del3.vsnl.net.in>,"vivian price" <blues3@verizon.net>,"Vijay Pratap" <vijaypratap@vsnl.net>,"WFS Delhi" <wfsdelhi@giasdl01.vsnl.net.in>,"yuva" <yuva@vsnl.com>,<ncccl@vsnl.net
