Strictly Ban Buildings On Closed Landfills

Dt. 2.4.07

Dear Dr Ghosh and others

I invite your attention to the attached news items in today's Times of India of 2nd April 2007, describing the disastrous effects of construction on closed landfills due to landfill gases, so very clearly demonstrated at Malad in Mumbai. Capping of Mumbai's unlined Gorai dump as recently awarded will be another environmental time-bomb. Attempts to capture landfill gases from a heap of garbage without bottom and side liners is sure to fail. It will be like trying to use a pressure cooker with a perforated bottom. 

There is not enough awareness of the important reasons for the MSW Rules 2000 banning construction on closed landfills for 15 years (Sch III.32), which has been blatantly violated by construction of Rahejas' Mindspace building on a Malad dump probably within a year or two of its closure. 

Gorai itself has been an ideal example of a pilot model in 2004 showing how to improve existing landfills to comply with the MSW Rules 2000. Within just 3 months, one hectare (10,000 sq meters or 107,600 sft) of a 30-foot high hill of garbage was safely brought to ground level, with all that waste stabilised so that no more gases or leachate are evolved and the resulting bio-earth is a useful input for parks and social forestry.  This was done by shaving the old waste, treating it with biocultures and heaping it in windrows turned weekly for a month, at a total cost of just Rs 10 lakhs. Such "bio-mining" of old waste is being done at Hyderabad and will soon begin at Pune.

If this successful field trial at Gorai had been continued there, the entire 15-hectare Gorai waste-hill could have been stabilised and levelled at a cost of only Rs 1.5 crore.  Instead, an inexperienced consultant like ILFS has got BMC to award a Rs 37-crore tender for capping Gorai to create a disaster for the future. And been paid Rs 1.7 crore consultancy for such dangerous advice. 

Please circulate these news items to every Chief Secretary for forwarding to their respective urban and environment authorities in States  and UTs, and for issuing strict instructions to ensure no human habitation for 15 years on closed landfills, which should not be capped but levelled by stabilising and bio-mining as at Gorai.

Thanking you and always with pleasure at your service,
Sincerely,
Almitra Patel
