Gases spook comps in IT park built on dump 
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Mumbai: When it first came up five years ago, Mindspace had changed the landscape of 

Chincholi-Bunder in Malad from a dumping ground to a commercial hub. However, behind the plush facade, many of the IT and BPO offices have been at their wits end trying to deal with the constant breakdown of their computers and air-conditioners. 

   After technicians failed to zero in on the reason, one such BPO service provider roped in the National Solid Waste Association of India (NSWAI), an NGO, last year. Tests conducted by NSWAI—which is one of the central government’s ENVIS (Environmental Information System) node—revealed that the strange behaviour of the electronic appliances is due to the corrosive gases released from the erstwhile dump. The air contained toxic gases which include hydrogen sulphide, methane, mercaptans and other sulphurous compounds. 

WHAT THE STUDY SAYS 

The site in Malad, which houses Mindspace, was not treated before the construction of the building; therefore solid waste got decomposed slowly and during decomposition, it generated toxic gases like sulphur dioxide, oxides of nitrogen, carbon monoxide, hydrogen sulphide, methane and mercaptans These gases rise through crevices and corrode silver & copper parts in computers and air-conditioners Since there was no post-closure management, the leachate generated from this waste contaminates groundwater as well as soil
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