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Dear Dr Nayar

                                   ECOFRIENDLY DISPOSAL OF POST OFFICE PAPER WASTES

Greetings.  There are hundreds of Post Offices statewide, and evenmore countrywide, who dispose of their waste paper daily as our Kothanur sub-Post Office does, by throwing it across the road on the road shoulder and occasionally burning it, if it has not blown all over the place by then.  

Perhaps you are aware that under the Ministry of Environment’s Municipal Solid Wastes (Management & Handling) Rules 2000, 

Schedule II Sl. 1 (vii)    “Wastes (garbage, dry leaves) shall not be burnt”.

For thirty years, since coming to this rural area, I have been doing “kachra-daan” with my waste paper, giving it to a kabadiwala in town once a month or so when I have a sack-ful.  I have repeatedly offered to do the same for the waste of the Kothanur Post Office next door to me, with no success.  First, the postmistress said she could not keep any paper in the Post Office as it would attract rats, even though I offered her bag haning on the wall, or a closed container for it.  When I offered to accept it daily, she said the postman would refuse to carry waste paper.  He has been around for years and very willingly agreed to put it daily into my own waste paper drum.  When I told her the postman was willing, she said she had “no instructions to give postal waste paper outside”.  When I suggested she could tear up anything confidential before sending it, she still refused.  When I asked if she had instructions to throw it on the highway, or burn it, as she was doing, she made no reply.  

In the absence of clear guidelines from yourself, this attitude is likely to be encountered all over the State, as officials will be afraid to be hauled up for any small excuse.

The MSW Rules cover not just Municipalities, but also those bodies responsible for the cleanliness of their areas.  This applies just as much to Railways, Defence, Airports etc as to the hundreds and thousands of premises of our wonderful Postal Service, which is successfully trying to remake itself in a public-friendly image.

I would be very grateful if you could  please issue standard instructions to all Post Offices under your care, on the management of general waste & confidential waste.  This circular could take the form, for instance, of prohibiting burning, as per the law, and of encouraging Post Offices to give their wastes daily or periodically to waste-collectors for recycling, after tearing up or otherwise.  An old postal sack could be provided at each PO for the waste.  If there is no-one willing to collect it, they can send it to the nearest dustbin, or back to the parent office periodically for recycling.  I am sure a little arithmetic would throw up surprising numbers of the income possible from auctioning contracts for the collection of Post Office wastes to a common waste-collecting agency, with initial monitoring to ensure that this does not result in a jump in consumption of free forms.

I look forward to your feedback and suggestions, which can be share with other states and the PMG India.

With best wishes, and always with pleasure at your service,

Sincerely,

